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Big Shanty Station towards Huntsville. Each of
these parties moved with rolling stock captured from
the enemy over a section of railroad two hundred
and fifty miles long, and situated at no point less
than three hundred miles south of Union territory.
While all this was taking place on the railroad, that
portion of the division which had been left behind
was advancing towards the centre.

The force actually employed was not four thou-
sand men, and, including the reserves, for active op-
erations not over seven thousand. Surely so great
an undertaking, such varied motion, ought to satisfy
even so restless a man as General Mitchel. of nerve, seldom if ever got together
